Vancomycin in infants and children: a review of pharmacology and indications for therapy and prophylaxis.
Although used only rarely and cautiously by paediatricians in the past because of fear of toxicity, vancomycin has become part of the clinician's armamentarium to treat serious infections caused by Gram-positive bacteria, and for specific prophylaxic indications. The pharmacokinetics in infants and children have been recently studied and, while the new information has been helpful in determining more precisely correct doses, more data are needed, especially in young infants. The relatively new roles for vancomycin in the prevention of bacterial infection also require further clarification.